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0520-7-2-.01 CATEGORIES.

(1) There shall be seven categories of non-public schools in Tennessee.

(@)

(b)

(©)
(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

Category | schools are those approved individually by the State Department of
Education;

Category Il schools are those which belong to an agency whose accreditation process
is approved by the State Board of Education;

Category lll schools are those which are regionally accredited;

Category IV schools are those schools which are “church related” and exempt from
regulations according to T.C.A. 849-50-801;

Category V schools include all other schools, except home schools, as defined in
T.C.A. 849-6-3050.

Category VI schools are international schools affiliated with a Tennessee public
university acting as an agency whose accreditation process is approved by the State
Board of Education.

Category VIl schools are special purpose schools which address a student’s education
while receiving Pre-K program services or short term medical or transient care.

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-201 and 49-1-302. Administrative History: (For history prior to June 1987,
see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987, effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March
16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed December 19, 2002; to be effective April 30, 2003;
however, on April 29, 2003, the State Board of Education stayed amendment to 0520-7-2-.01(1)(f) until
June 28, 2003. Amendment to become effective June 28, 2003. Repeal and new rule filed December
28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006. Amendment filed February 20, 2008; effective June 27, 2008.

0520-7-2-.02 CATEGORY I: STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION APPROVAL.

(1) A school may seek state approval by direct application to the State Department of Education.
The criteria and procedures used in the evaluation of such schools are the same as for the
public schools.

(2) Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. §49-6-3007 regarding the reporting
of the names, ages, and addresses of all pupils in attendance to the superintendent of the
public school system in which the school is located.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.02, continued)

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-302. Administrative History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-
iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992;
effective June 29, 1992.

0520-7-2-.03 CATEGORY Il: AGENCY APPROVAL.

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

The State Board of Education may approve the school approval procedures of non-public
school accrediting agencies.

Schools holding full accreditation status with an approved agency are approved by the State
Department of Education.

Home schools which may affiliate with an approved agency are not approvable under this
category.

Procedures for Application as an Approved Non-Public School Accrediting Agency.

(& An agency seeking approval shall apply to the State Department of Education and shall
supply relevant information needed by the department.

(b) The State Department of Education shall review the application of the agency with
respect to the criteria for approval and recommend to the State Board of Education that
the application be approved or denied. The applicant agency may address the State
Board of Education at the time its application is being considered.

Period of Approval.

(&) The period of approval for a recognized agency shall be five years.

(b)  An agency which fails to meet the minimum standards for agency approval will have its
approval revoked.

Criteria for Approval of a Non-Public School Accrediting Agency.
(&) Scope of Operation of Agency. The agency shall:
1. Have a clearly written statement of its objectives;
2. Delineate the process by which it approves schools; and
3. Have at least five member schools, each with at least ten full-time students.
(b)  Organization of Agency. The agency shall:
1. Specify qualifications for professional personnel for the agency;
2. Employ at least one full time director or superintendent; and
3. Be permitted to regulate schools which are not fully approved.
(c) Agency Responsibilities. The agency shall:

1. Maintain written descriptions of the requirements for school accreditation, and of
the levels or types of membership granted;
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.03, continued)
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Re-evaluate approved schools annually;

Give advance publication of proposed changes in approval standards to schools.
These changes must be approved in advance by the State Department of
Education;

Advise schools or directly provide them with technical assistance to address
deficiencies;

Publish approval policies and lists of approved schools;
Require schools to report on deficiencies which could affect approval status;
Have procedures for revocation of approval;

Provide a list of all courses taught and the grade levels at which they are taught
at each school;

Publish and follow minimum standards using the following criteria (or, the agency
may use the standards as set forth in the Rules, Regulations and Minimum
Standards for the Governance of Public Schools in the State of Tennessee):

0] Curriculum and Graduation.

() The program shall include (but not be limited to) the areas of
reading, composition, speech, mathematics, social studies, science,
art, music, health and physical education.

(I Each school shall use print and nonprint materials, including
textbooks, which are adequate to meet the needs of the instructional
program. See Chapter 0520-1- 3.

(I Each student shall meet the same minimum requirements for
graduation as students in public schools. The specific requirements
are listed in Chapter 0520-1-3.

(i)  Inservice. Each school shall have a minimum of five days for inservice
education per school year.

(i)  Teacher Licensure and Evaluation.
()  Each agency shall submit its procedures for licensing teachers. |If
the agency does not use the Tennessee State Department of
Education licensure system, it must use a comparable system based
upon educational training.

(I Each teacher or principal shall hold a valid teacher license or permit
as defined by the agency covering the work assignment.

(Il Each agency shall develop procedures for evaluation of all
professional school personnel.

(iv) Facilities.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.03, continued)
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(v)

(1

(In

()

Each school shall comply with rules, regulations, and codes of the
city, county, and state regarding planning of new buildings,
alterations, and safety.

Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures
promulgated by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office.

Each school shall have classrooms, laboratories, and libraries which
are sufficient in number, adequate in space, and so constructed and
arranged as to be conducive to carrying on the assigned activities.
Playgrounds and physical education facilities shall be well
maintained, free from hazards, and large enough to permit an
adequate program of physical education.

Administrative Rules.

(0

(I

()

(V)

(V)

(V1)

(Vi)

(VI

Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the
minimum number of instructional days and hours required of public
schools. See Chapter 0520-1-3.

Each school which provides services to students certified as eligible
students with disabilities shall meet all standards of the State Board
of Education rule 0520-1-3-.09.

A child entering first grade shall be no less than six years of age on
or before September 30. Any child five years of age on or before
September 30 may be enrolled in kindergarten.

Each school shall develop and implement a written policy on
promotion and retention. The written policy shall be communicated to
students and parents.

The maximum enrollments for an individual class shall be specified,
shall not be subject to waiver, and shall not exceed the following:

Kindergarten through grade 3:25 students

Grade 4:28 students

Grades 5 through 6:30 students

Grades 7 through 12:35 students

Vocational education, grades 7 through 12:28 students; the average
daily membership for any full-time vocational teacher shall not
exceed 23 students.

Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent
records. A cumulative record for each student for all work through
high school is required.

Each school shall evaluate records and report the needs and
progress of its pupils.

Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately
qualified administrators, librarians and guidance counselors for the
student body served.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.03, continued)

(IX) Each principal or headmaster shall comply with the requirement of
T.C.A. 849-6-5001 that each child enrolled in school be vaccinated
against disease.

(X) Each principal or headmaster shall comply with the requirements of
T.C.A. 849-6-3007 regarding reporting the names, ages, and
addresses of all pupils in attendance to the superintendent of the
public school system in which the school is located.

(vi) Testing Program. At least once every school year, each school shall give
a nationally standardized achievement test covering the areas of reading,
language arts, spelling, math, science, and social science to each pupil in
grades 2 through 8 and grade 10; the results must be communicated to
teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for one calendar year.

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-302. Administrative History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-
iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992;
effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed August 31, 2001; effective December 28, 2001.

0520-7-2-.04 CATEGORY lll: REGIONAL ACCREDITATION.
Category lll: Regional Accreditation

Schools in this category are accredited by one (1) of the five (5) regional accrediting associations (e.g.,
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)) according to the procedures and criteria
established by the association.

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-201 and 49-1-302. Administrative History: (For history prior to June 1987,
see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987, effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March
16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed February 20, 2008; effective June 27, 2008.

0520-7-2-.05 CATEGORY IV: EXEMPTED SCHOOLS.

(1) Schools in this category are exempt from regulation regarding faculty, textbooks, and
curriculum. T.C.A. 849-50-801 defines a church related school as "a school operated by
denominational, parochial or other bona fide church organizations, which are required to
meet the standards of accreditation or membership of the Tennessee Association of Christian
Schools, the Tennessee Association of Independent Schools, the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, the Tennessee Association of Non-Public Academic Schools, or a
school affiliated with Accelerated Christian Education, Inc." Exempt schools are not state
approved unless they voluntarily request to be associated with a non-public school
accrediting agency, seek full state approval, or approval from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (SACS).

(2) Each school shall:

(& Comply with all rules and regulations and codes of the city, county, and state regarding
planning of new buildings, alterations, and safety.

(b) Comply with all rules and regulations of the Tennessee Department of Health and
Environment regarding construction, maintenance, and operation of the school plant.

(c) Observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the Tennessee Fire
Marshal's Office.
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(Rule 0520-2-7-.05, continued)

(d) Comply with the requirements of T.C.A. §49-6-5001 that each child enrolled in school
be vaccinated against disease.

(e) Comply with the requirement of T.C.A. 849-6-3007 that the names, ages, and
addresses of all pupils in attendance be reported to the superintendent of the public
school system in which the school is located.

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-201, 49-1-302 and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For history prior to
June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule
filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed February 20, 2008; effective June 27,

2008.

0520-7-2-.06 CATEGORY V: ACKNOWLEDGED FOR OPERATION.

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Schools in this category are those which are not category |, Il, Il or IV schools. Schools in
this category shall not include home schools.

Each school seeking acknowledgement for operation shall furnish to the State Department of
Education the following information by November 1st of each year:

(@ Name, mailing address and telephone number of the school;
(b) Name and academic credentials of the principal or headmaster of the school;
(c) Number of students in each grade level as of October 1 of current school year;

(d) Name and academic credentials of each teacher and the subjects taught by that
teacher;

(e) Certification that the school year provides an operating schedule that includes the
minimum number of instructional days and hours as required of public schools. See
Chapter 0520-1-3.

Each school shall keep on file the curriculum offered and shall make copies available for
inspection by the State Department of Education and the public upon request.

Each school shall have facilities and fixed equipment which conform to the safety and health
requirements of city, county, or state agencies.

Each school shall comply with all rules and regulations and codes of the city, county, and
state regarding planning of new buildings, alterations and safety.

Each school shall comply with all rules and regulations of the Tennessee Department of
Health regarding construction, maintenance and operation of the school plant.

Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the
Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office.

Each school shall comply with the requirement of T.C.A. 849-6-5001 that each child in the
school be vaccinated against disease.

Each school shall comply with the requirement of T.C.A. 849-6-3007 that the names, ages,
and addresses of all pupils in attendance be reported to the public school system in which
the school is located.
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(Rule 0520-2-7-.06, continued)

(10)

(11)

Authority:

Each teacher shall possess at least baccalaureate degree, of which no more than twenty-five
percent of course hours shall have been taken through home study or correspondence.

Each school shall administer a nationally standardized achievement test covering the basic
academic areas at grades 2 through 8 and grade 10. Results of the test shall be used to
improve the instruction of the students.

T.C.A. 8849-1-302. Administrative History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-

iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992;
effective June 29, 1992,

0520-7-2-.07 CATEGORY VI: INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS AFFILIATED WITH A TENNESSEE
PUBLIC UNIVERSITY.

1)

(@)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

The State Board of Education may approve a Tennessee public university to act as a school
approval agency for non-public international secondary schools. Such schools must be
affiliated with the university and may serve grades 9-12 or any combination thereof. Such
universities must have teacher preparation programs approved by the State Board of
Education.

The State Department of Education shall consider schools approved by a university acting as
a school approval agency as having approved status.

International home schools which may affiliate with a Tennessee public university are not
approvable under this category.

Procedures for Application of a Tennessee Public University as an Approved Non-Public
School Accrediting Agency.

(@) The Tennessee public university seeking approval as an agency shall apply to the
State Department of Education and shall supply relevant information needed by the
department.

(b) The State Department of Education shall review the application of the university with
respect to the criteria for approval and recommend to the State Board of Education that
the application be approved or denied. The applicant university may address the State
Board of Education at the time its application is being considered.

Period of Approval.

(@ The period of approval for a recognized Tennessee public university acting as an
agency shall be five years.

(b) A university which fails to meet the minimum standards for approval will have its
approved status revoked.

Criteria for Approval of a University Acting as an Agency for the Approval of Non-Public
International Schools.

(a) Scope of Operation of University Acting as an Agency. The agency shall:
1. Have a clearly written statement of its objectives;
2. Delineate the process by which it approves schools; and

3. Accredit only schools with at least 200 full-time students.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.07, continued)

(b)  Organization of University Acting as an Agency. The agency shall:

1.

2.

Specify qualifications for professional personnel for the agency; and

Employ at least one full time director or headmaster.

(c) Responsibility of the University Acting as an Agency. The agency shall:

1.

2.

June, 2008 (Revised)

Maintain written descriptions of the requirements for school approval;
Re-evaluate approved schools annually;

Give advance publication of proposed changes in approval standards to schools.
These changes must be approved in advance by the State Department of
Education;

Advise schools or directly provide them with technical assistance to address
deficiencies;

Publish approval policies and lists of approved schooals;
Require schools to report on deficiencies that could affect approval status;
Have procedures for revocation of approval;

Provide a list of all courses taught and the grade levels at which they are taught
at each school;

Publish and follow minimum standards using the following criteria (or the
university acting as an agency may use the standards set forth in the Rules,
Regulations and Minimum Standards for the Governance of Public Schools in the
State of Tennessee):

0] Curriculum and Graduation.

() The program shall include (but not be limited to) the areas of English,
mathematics, social studies, science, the arts, foreign language
(which may be the language of the host country), and wellness,
consistent with Tennessee curriculum standards.

(I Each school shall use print and non-print materials, including
textbooks, which are adequate to meet the needs of the instructional
program. See Chapter 0520-1- 3.

() Each student shall meet the same minimum requirements for
graduation as students in Tennessee public schools, with exceptions
to be approved by the Department of Education. The specific
requirements are listed in Chapter 0520-1-3.

(i)  Inservice. Each school shall have a minimum of five days for inservice
education per school year.

(i)  Teacher Licensure and Evaluation.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.07, continued)
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(iv)

v)

(N

(I

()

Each university shall submit its procedures for licensing teachers. If
the teachers are licensed by the State of Tennessee, they must meet
the requirements of the state. If the teachers are licensed by the
host country, they shall meet the requirements of the appropriate
jurisdiction of the host country; if such teachers are employed to
teach in a Tennessee school as exchange teachers, they shall be
recommended for this purpose by the university acting as an agency.

Each teacher shall hold a valid license as defined by the State of
Tennessee or shall meet the requirements of the appropriate
jurisdiction of the host country.

Each university acting as an agency shall develop procedures for
evaluation of all teaching personnel from the State of Tennessee.

Facilities.

()

(I

()

Each school shall comply with rules, regulations, and codes of the
appropriate jurisdiction regarding planning of new buildings,
alterations, and safety.

Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures
promulgated by the appropriate agency having such jurisdiction.

Each school shall have classrooms, laboratories, and libraries which
are sufficient in number, adequate in space, and so constructed and
arranged as to be conducive to carrying on the assigned activities.
Physical education facilities shall be well maintained, free from
hazards, and large enough to permit an adequate wellness program.

Administrative Rules.

(1

(In)

()

(V)

(V)

(V1)

Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the
minimum number of instructional days and hours required of
Tennessee public schools. See Chapter 0520-1-3.

Each school which provides services to students eligible for special
education shall meet all standards of the State Board of Education
rule 0520-1-9.

Each school shall develop and implement a written policy regarding
maintenance of students in good academic standing. The written
policy shall be communicated to students and parents.

The maximum enrollments for an individual class shall be specified
and shall not exceed requirements for Tennessee public schools.

Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent
records. A cumulative record for each student for all work in
secondary school is required.

Each school shall evaluate records and report the needs and
progress of its students.
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(Rule 0520-7-2-.07, continued)

(VII) Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately
qualified administrators, librarians and guidance counselors for the
student body served.

(IX) Each principal or headmaster shall comply with the requirement of
the local jurisdiction that each student enrolled in school be
vaccinated against disease.

(viy Testing Program. Each school shall administer the high school
examinations required by the State of Tennessee; the results must be
communicated to teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for
one calendar year. If passing scores are required by the State of
Tennessee, then students must meet the minimum scores required in
order to receive a Tennessee high school diploma. In order to receive a
diploma, graduates must have achieved English language proficiency
according to standards specified by the university.

Authority: T.C.A. 8849-1-302 and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: Original rule filed December 19,
2002; to be effective April 30, 2003; however, on April 29, 2003, the State Board of Education stayed rule
0520-7-2-.07 until June 28, 2003. Original rule to become effective June 28, 2003.

0520-7-2-.08 CATEGORY VII: SPECIAL PURPOSE SCHOOLS.

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

A school may seek state approval by direct application to the State Department of Education.
The criteria and procedures used in the evaluation of such schools are the same as for the
public schools and schools recognized as Category | schools including, but not limited to:

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

()

Teaching experience shall count towards years of experience on the Personnel
Information Reporting System.

Teachers shall be evaluated by Tennessee Department of Education personnel or
others trained in the use of the Frameworks for Evaluation (pursuant to 0520-1-3-.04)
so that licensure advancement can occur.

Schools may report attendance to the school where the student is officially enrolled
where applicable.

Schools may order and administer Gateway tests to current students to help them stay
on track for graduation.

Special Purpose Category VII schools shall be deemed appropriate training schools for
those seeking specialized student teaching placements. Teacher candidates must
satisfy the induction requirements in Rule 0520-2-3-.11.

Organizations seeking approval for Pre-K programs as Category VIl schools shall, in addition
to meeting the requirements of this rule, satisfy Pre-K program requirements outlined in Rule
0520-1-3-.05 and the State Board of Education Early Childhood Education Policy.

Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 regarding the reporting
of the names, ages, and addresses of all pupils in attendance to the superintendent of the
public school system in which the school is located.

Each school shall comply with all rules, regulations and codes of the city, county, and state
regarding planning, construction, maintenance and operation of the school.
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(Rule 0520-2-7-.08, continued)

(5) Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the
Tennessee Fire Marshal.

Authority: T.C.A. 8§ 49-1-302, 49-6-101, and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: Original rule filed
December 28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006.
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